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Summary: Zero is forced to guard a pureblood princess who is, along 
with her family, accused of disrupting peace with humans. To keep an 
eye on her, she is kept under his watchful guard but is she the true 
enemy he must fight against? Or is there a greater force of evil at 
work? 


Take my Hand and Never Let Go 

A/N I do not own Vampire Knight nor do I make any profit from 
it 

Chapter 1 - Unwanted Task 
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><p>Hands slammed down in frustration on the headmaster's desk, 
echoing in the small room, "Why do I have to do this?" The silver 
haired young man. Zero Kiryuu, had anger shining in his violet eyes. 
The man on the other side of the desk, Kaien Cross, calmly pushing 
his glasses back up his nose and slid an envelope across the desk to 
him. <p> 

"You are, yet again, being tested and prepared for your hunter 
career. If you can complete this mission, then the association will 
be have more confidence in you, " Kaien said, "Yet, I do not agree 
with it. Zero. You are still in school and I wish for you to complete 
your education. I do not speak as your headmaster but as your 
guardian who has looked after you all these years. I consider you a 
son . " 

Zero glared at him, "I am no son of yours. Headmaster," Zero said as 
he sharply looked away and opened the envelope. After a moment of 
reading, he growled after reading the full details of the mission, "I 
have to protect a pureblood?! What is this crap? Doesn't the 



Association know-" 

"Of course they know, " Kaien said, "But you are supposed to be a 
Hunter, Zero. You are supposed to be fair and impart iala€ 1 and to 
carry out orders to the letter to ensure a good result, " Kaien leaned 
back in his chair, "The pureblood is currently living in a manor in 
the mountains at the moment. She is of school age and she will attend 
the academy. You will be escorting her from her manor in the 
mountains to the academy tomorrow night." 

"Why am I protecting her? Surely she can protect herself?" Zero 
sneered. Kaien said and silently dismissed his question. 

"Her name is Reina Izugai. Her parents were taken into custody after 
they were caught at the scene of a human murder, " Kaien said as he 
read the report, "There have been a number of human and vampire 
deaths in the area and the evidence points to them." 

Zero looked down at the report as Kaien slid it across the desk, "As 
much as I do not want the Association testing you like this, this may 
not just shape you as a hunter but also as a person, " Kaien sighed, 
"You are to protect her as well... but we cannot completely rule her 
out as a suspect. Treat this delicately." 

Zero ignored him, "I have to protect her while she is here too?! Why 
can't Kaname Kuran do that?" Zero demanded. 

"Lady Izugai will be protected by him too and I am sure the other 
Night Class members will jump to attention and do their duty but you 
are to watch her and to make an extra effort to keep her 
safe . " 

Zero, sighing and running a hand through his silver hair, shook his 
head and turned away, "Fine, I will take the job. However, I am not 
doing it for her. I am doing it for the reason you have just 
mentioned . " 

With that said. Zero opened the door and exited the headmaster's 
office, slamming door shut and leaving Kaien feeling quite exhausted. 
He walked down the dark corridor into the main building and noticed a 
small light coming from the end of the passage way. He could tell it 
was Yuuki, his forever faithful supporter and friend. Well, she was 
more than that but he would never admit it to her. 

Yuuki, the petite brunette, was aimlessly wandering with her torch, 
hoping nothing would jump out of a shadow or give her any trouble. 
Yuuki saw Zero's silhouette and ran towards him, punching his arm as 
her greeting, "Zero! Where have you been? Why do you keep leaving all 
the work to me? You really are a slacker!" 

Zero winced as she punched his arm, "Ow, Yuuki. That hurt," Zero 
growled, "For your information, I have not been slacking. I have been 
talking to the headmaster. He had been told to pass on another 
mission to me. It's ridiculous." 

Yuuki clasped a hand to her mouth, "You don't have to kill any 
vampires this time do you?" 


Zero gave a sardonic smile, "Unfortunately not. I have to protect and 
escort a pureblood princess to this school but I even have to protect 



her whilst she is here. The whole thing is a joke. Why should I 
protect someone like that?" He handed her the envelope and Yuuki read 
the letter. 

"Oh wowa€ 1 " Yuuki whispered, "So are you taking up the mission?" 

"I have no choice. The Association is making me do it," Zero said 
brusquely. Yuuki sighed. 

"This might be good for you, " Yuuki said as she handed him back his 
letter . 

"Yeaha€ 1 right , " Zero said, turning on his heel and disappearing back 
down the dark corridor, leaving Yuuki to do both of their duties on 
her own. 
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><p>A young pureblood lady sat in a window seat in her mountain home. 
She rested her delicate chin the palm of her hand and secured a lock 
of her white hair behind her ear. Her big blue eyes gazed at the 
moon. She sat in a scarcely decorated bedroom, with whitewashed walls 
and a large ebony four-poster bed with back velvet drapes tied back 
with black ribbon. Other than that, there was a chest of draws and a 
wardrobe which held all of her fine clothes. <p> 

One of the girl's servants gently wrapped on the door, "Lady Reina? 
May I come in?" 

"Enter," Reina replied in a soft tone. The servant, named Koyuki, 
walked into the room, "What is it? Is there news?" 

The lilac haired girl nodded, "Yes, in fact there is. Lady Reina, the 
Hunter Association has been in touch and they are sending a hunter to 
escort you to the academy as soon as possible. There is no news of 
your parents." 

"I see. I have never attended school before. Do you have any idea 
what it is like?" Reina asked. Koyuki nodded. 

"I attended an all girls' academy when I was younger," Koyuki replied 
with a smile, "School is usually very structured but I liked 

it . " 

Reina thought for a moment before nodding, "Sounds nice, " she stood 
up and smoothed down the fabric of her cotton dress, "When will this 
hunter arrive?" 

"Tomorrow night, my lady," Koyuki said, "I will prepare your things 
for your departure, " Koyuki bowed before leaving the pureblood alone 
once again. Reina turned back to the window and 
sighed . 

"Mamaa€ 1 Papaa€ 1 Why did you have to go out that night," she whispered 
softly . 
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><p>The next evening. Zero was standing outside of the academy 
waiting for the car to pick him up. He made sure his gun, the Bloody 



Rose, was safely placed in the holster under his jacket. He slung his 
backpack onto his back and gave an aggravated sigh. Yuuki spotted him 
from one of the lower rooves and she leapt down gracefully and 
smiled, "Hey, Zero! Good luck with your mission," she grinned. Zero 
looked down at her.<p> 

"Thanks," he replied, rolling his lilac eyes. 

"Oh, I don't think about killing this pureblood. The Headmaster said 
that she is very scared and alone right now. She won't hurt 
anyone . " 

"Do you realise how foolish you sound," Zero asked brusquely. Yuuki 
flailed her arms about. 

"Hey, I am not foolish! Don't be mean. Zero," Yuuki cried. Zero 
patted Yuuki ' s head, causing Yuuki to go quiet. 

"I'm going now, Yuuki," he said with small smile, "I will get this 
over and done with." 

Yuuki nodded, "Be safe, " he said. Zero nodded slightly before sliding 
into the car. The driver drove off, leaving Yuuki standing and 
watching him. Yuuki turned around on her heel and walked back into 
the academy. 
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><p>A few hours later. Zero's car pulled up outside the Izugai manor. 
When the car came to a halt. Zero pressed a button and the window 
came down. He silently observed the manor before putting the window 
up and opening the car door. He tipped the driver before stepping 
out. The air was cold and crisp and it made Zero shiver and buttoned 
his coat up.<p> 

Making his way up to the door. Zero knocked and after a few moments, 
Koyuki opened the door, "Good evening. Miss. Are you the hunter here 
to escort my princess?" She asked. Zero blinked at her. 

"Yes," he said, "Is she ready?" 

"She is, please wait inside, sir, " Koyuki said as she opened the 
doors wider. Zero gave the inside a cursory look before stepping 
inside. It was dark inside and had the faintest smell of blood in the 
air . 

"Has somebody drank blood recently?" Zero asked. 

Koyuki looked up at Zero, "Hmmm? Oh . . . a willing human was here... they 
wanted to be turned into a vampire." 

Zero cleared his throat. He regarded those humans as weak, "How 
pitiful . " 

"Indeed," Koyuki said as she led Zero into the parlour. Koyuki poured 
some tea she had prepared and handed him the cup. Zero looked down at 
the cup as he received it before placing it on the coffee table. 
Koyuki then looked the door way where the small pureblood lady was 
standing . 



"Lady Reina, how wonderful to see you out of your room, " Koyuki said 
cheerfully. Reina walked gracefully inside. Zero turned to look at 
her. He instantly felt sick and had the strongest urge to point his 
gun at the young woman who stood before him. Purebloods sickened him, 
innocent or otherwise. 

"You must be Zero Kiryuu, " Reina said as she looked him up and down, 
"My name is Reina Izugai. It is an honour to make your acquaintance, " 
Reina lifted up her hand for him to kiss. Zero's violet eyes widened 
with disgust. Nobody said he had to touch her, let alone kiss her 
hand. Koyuki raised an eyebrow. 

"Why do you hesitate. Zero Kiryuu? Be a gentleman and greet her with 
the proper respect she deserves!" Koyuki said angrily. Reina then 
held up her hand to Koyuki to stop her. 

"Please, Koyuki, calm yourself, " Reina said, "He is merely here to 
escort me to this academy I am being forced to attend, " Reina let her 
hand drop to her side before raising herself on her tip toes and 
peering into Zero's eyes, "You are a disrespectful so and so though. 
Tell me, is your facial expression always this sour?" 

Zero snarled, "Mind your own damn business, pureblood, " he said as he 
turned away from her. Reina scoffed a little. 

"Such disrespecta€ 1 you ' re refreshingly dif f erent . . . not sure if it is 
good or bad yet buta€lwe'll see," Reina said as she walked towards 
the door, "Well, shall we depart?" 

Zero turned and stared at her before nodding, "Yes, let's get this 
over with," Zero said brusquely before walking past her. Koyuki had a 
worried expression on her face. 

"My lady, are you sure he is trustworthy?" Koyuki asked with a catch 
in her throat. Reina turned to her and sighed. 

"I have no idea. For now I will have to try to trust him. It isn't 
coming easily though," Reina said, hugging herself. 

"Your household is here to support youa€ 1 .and you're going to this 
schoola€ 1 I hear the Headmaster of this academy is very nice. I spoke 
to him on the phone. He sounded nice," Koyuki babbled. Reina looked 
at her with a sad smile. 

"Thank you for your reassurance, my dear friend, " Reina said before 
leaving the room. Koyuki had a catch in her throat as she ran after 
her. She retrieved Reina 's coat and held it up to Reina. 

"My lady, please take your coat, " Koyuki said as she wrapped it 
around Reina 's thin shoulders. Reina slid her arms into the sleeves 
and Koyuki buttoned the coat up. The two girls hugged. 

Zero turned to see the girls hugging and he impatiently cleared his 
throat, "We need to make our way back to the Academy now, " Zero said. 
He was going to be trapped in a car for many hours with a being he 
hated and wanted to get the journey over with. Reina nodded to 
Zero . 

"Fine, let's be on our way," Reina said as she slowly walked towards 
the door. Koyuki then handed Zero the luggage bags. 



"Treat her gently," Koyuki said as Zero took the luggage, "I will her 
about it you do not . " 

Zero merely stared at her before placing the luggage in the car boot. 
Reluctantly, he opened the door for Reina to get inside. Reina 
thanked him graciously before sliding in. Koyuki waved forlornly as 
Zero climbed into the car. 

"Goodbye, my lady! Stay safe," she cried. Reina waved through the 
window. Impatiently, Zero tapped on the privacy divider to let the 
driver know to go. Reina relaxed in her seat and looked to Zero. 

"I know you don't like me. I don't like you either. Then again, we 
don't have to like each other. For what I gather you hate me because 
a certain woman turned you into one of usa€ 1 and now you hate all 
vampire kind." 

"How would you know about that?" Zero asked. 

"I live in the mountains not under a rock. There aren't many who have 
not heard about the incident, " Reina said. 

Zero ignored her attempts to talk. Reina shook her head, 'This is 
going to be a long journey, ' she thought to herself as she rested her 
cheek against the cool glass of the car window, eventually falling 
asleep . 
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><p>Please Review !<p> 


End 
f ile . 



